
 

 

 

 

 

School Newsletter  
24th November 2023 Term 2 Newsletter 4 

 

St Nicholas Church School 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It’s been very quiet in school this week with many classes heading out on their first trips of the year.  

On Monday, Year 1 had a fantastic trip the ‘The Wild Place’ in Bristol and enjoyed learning about animal 
classification as part of their science topic. On Thursday, Year 2 explored Cardiff Castle and were enthusi-
astically telling staff all about the facts they learnt from the guides at the castle.  Also on Thursday, Year 4 
experienced a visit a bit closer to home when they visited the Roman Baths.  They had fascinating work-
shops where they dressed up as Roman citizens, made mosaics and handled artefacts.  All the children on 
the visits were excellent ambassadors for our school and their behaviour and attitude was commended 
by the staff and members of the public. Well done everyone! 

Next week, we look forward to welcoming you all to our annual Winter Fayre organised by the PTFA and 
also our exciting Christmas decoration making family event. We hope you can make it. 

Have a fantastic weekend! 

Mrs Biss and Mr Low  
 

 

Feedback Friday: School Trips 

Thank you once again for the valuable feedback given today. On a week where 

3 school trips went out, we thought it would be a good time to discuss parents’ 

thoughts on trip provision at St Nics. The response we had was very balanced, 

with some saying they loved the trips and didn’t want to change anything. Others 

felt strongly that the costs had become too high and we need to consider this.  

This year we looked carefully at the costs and made sure that all years groups 

are either paying the same or significantly less for trips—some paying around 

half as much as last year. However, our biggest cost remains transport. Coaches 

are rarely cheaper than £300 and some this year have cost up to £600. We have 

investigated using public transport but the networks simply aren't strong 

enough to connect to all of the locations we would like to get to.  

As our brilliant PTFA already contribute towards the cost of a trip for every year 

group, we will look into whether more fundraising can be done to bring down costs 

further, rather than limiting the huge range of trips we provide, that many of you 

told us today that you love. We may also consider removing non-curriculum 

based trips to ease cost pressures further, and only focus on those that signifi-

cantly enhance learning. 

The office will continue to set up payment plans for all trips to allow parents to 

spread the costs. Please speak to the office if you have any concerns regarding 

the payment of trips and they will try to help in any way they can. 

“School trips should be 

free if you are receiving 

Free School Meals.” 

“School trips are great. 

Children really enjoy 

and look forward to 

them. It’s an opportuni-

ty to go somewhere 

new. More would be 

good but I know money 

is an issue. 



 

 

 

 

Diary Dates 

Tuesday 28th November 

Toddler Group 

Wednesday 29th November 

3.00pm PTFA Christmas Fayre 

Thursday 30th November 

2.30pm Whole School Family Christmas         

Decoration Making 

Friday 1st December 

KS1  Celebration Assembly 

Monday 4th December 

PTFA Elfridges 

Wednesday 6th December 

PTFA Father Christmas 

Thursday 7th December 

10.00am— KS1 Performance 

5.30pm—PTFA Wreath Making 

Friday 8th December 

10.00am—KS1 Performance 

Monday 11th December 

1.30pm—KS2 Performance 

Tuesday 12th December 

9.30am—KS2 Performance 

Wednesday 13th December 

KS1, Wellow & Y3 Christmas Lunch 

Thursday 14th December 

Yrs 4-6 & Midford Christmas Lunch 

Carol Service 

Friday 15th December 

Spirit Of St Nicholas Assembly 

End of Term 2 

Wednesday 3rd January  

Term 3 

Time To Talk 

Cam How are circles and triangles different?  

Somer Which was your favourite animal at The Wild Place 

and why? 

Dart Who is William the Conqueror?  

Avon How long was Tutankhamen's reign ?  

Mells Who was Boudicca?   

Yeo Did you enjoy 'Friend or Foe'? Tell your grown up 

about this story. What was the dilemma faced by 

the characters? 

Hartlake What do you know about Pompeii so far?   

 Star Maths  

Magician 

Reading/Oracy 

 

Wizard 

Writer 

Avon Paige D Poppy B Zachary B Lexie-Maigh S 

 Mells Riley M Marcel S Noah D Maisy P 

Yeo Aidan H Ruby P James G Florence D 

Hartlake Harry B Harrison G Harrison P Amelia B 

Midford Cerys O’C Lexi DW Jaycub K Caydn M 

School Lunches 

Please can we remind everyone to book their 

child’s school lunches on ParentPay.   

We have had quite a few lunches not booked again 

this week. Please speak to the office if you are hav-

ing any difficulty with this. 

 



 

 

 

 

Peg Awards 

Congratulations to the following pupils who 
have been awarded peg awards this week: 
 
Red— Riley M, Sonny T, Amber V , Evie B, 
Fionnuala K, Finn R, Jack G, Ronny DB  

Yellow - Zander H, Teo, Isla T, Archie H, Har-
ry B, Ella T . 

 

Lunchtime Football 

Mrs Smith will be running lunchtime football 

next term.  Please bring in spare kit from 

home: top, shorts/joggers and boots or 

spare trainers.  No school PE kit. 

Monday—Y3 & Y4 boys 

Wednesday—Y5 & Y6 boys 

Friday—Y3-Y6 girls 

 

Outside  Achievements 

Congratulations to Florence D who 

has been awarded Stage 7 in swim-

ming. 

Well done to De’Alla N who has awarded 

Star Of The Week at Razzamataz Theatre 

Schools, brilliant! 

 

Attendance 

 Cam 93.1% 

Somer 94.8% 

Dart 93.3% 

Avon 93.5% 

Mells 91.2% 

Yeo 90.9% 

Hartlake 88.3% 

Midford 77.5% 

Wellow 98.3% 

Overall attendance is 

91.6% 

PTFA News 
 

Would you like a craft stall at the winter 
fayre?  

We are offering a limited number of stall 
space for craft businesses so if you would 

like one, please get in touch 
at stnicsradstock.ptfa@gmail.com.   

 
We are looking for volunteers for the win-

ter fayre please!  
In order to offer the great range of activities 
we normally have, we will need extra sup-
port. If you are able to offer even 30 
minutes on a stall that would be massively 
helpful. Please let the office know or email 
us. Thank you!   
 
Please log on to ParentPay to pay for 
Wreath Making, Father Christmas and 
Elfridges. 
 
Have a great weekend! 
Friends of St. Nic's PTFA  

mailto:stnicsradstock.ptfa@gmail.com


 

 

2023-2024 SCHOOL TERM AND HOLIDAY DATES 

Including INSET DAYS 

 

 

 

TERM 1 

Start: Tuesday 5th September 

Finish: Friday 20th October 

TERM 2 

Start: Monday 30th October  

Finish: Friday 15th December 

TERM 3   

Start: Wednesday 3rd January 

Finish: Friday 9th February 

TERM 4  

Start: Monday 19th February 

Finish: Thursday 28th March 

TERM 5 

Start: Monday 15th April 

Finish: Friday 24th May 

TERM 6 

Start: Monday 3rd June 

Finish: Tuesday 23rd July 

INSET DAYS  

  Friday 1st September 2023 

  Monday 4th September 2023 

Tuesday 2nd January 2024 

  Monday 29th January 2024 

Friday 12th July 2024 

















 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


